Ten good reasons for learning German 
The alarm bells are ringing: interest in the German language is on a worldwide decline. And it is not only because of far right oriented Guido Westerwelle being appointed German foreign minister. Whereas in 2005 17 million people were learning German, now it is only 15 million. Yet, there are so many good reasons for learning German.

Recently I was asked in an interview if I could give ten good reasons for learning German. “Ten?” I asked somewhat perplexed, “Does it have to be that many? I’d be happy if I could think of only three!” After all, there are more than one hundred million native German speakers living in Germany, Austria, Switzerland and the bordering regions. So we are not just a tiny language community - on the contrary: within Europe, German is the language with the largest number of mother tongue speakers, ahead of English and French.
Of course it’s a bit different outside Europe; on a list of world languages German is far behind English, Chinese and Hindi, but still among the top twelve, well ahead of Japanese, Korean and Finnish. Excuse me, that should be: finish, that is, the end of the list. If students in other countries, Spain or France say, have to choose between German and another language, they often go for the other language. German is not exactly the most popular language. And when you ask why that should be, you’ll often hear that German is not an easy language to pick up. There are too many cases, too many genders, too many rules, too many exceptions. Too scary! But actually, exactly that should be a very good reason for learning German. Who wants something that’s easy? Anybody can do easy. But if you know German, you know something special! Something not everybody can do. Not even all Germans. If English is the VW among the languages, then German is the Rolls Royce.
Another often heard prejudice against the German language is that it does not sound very nice. It’s nowhere near as melodious as French, not as soft as English, not as hot blooded as Italian, not as melancholy as Russian and not as feisty as Japanese.
German, it is said, sounds more like a cement mixer – or like bursting wood. Or like a gaggle of hoarse geese, who have crashed a cement mixer into a tree. Yet, if you take some more time to explore the German language, you will discover a wondrous and powerful beauty in the interplay of the vowels and consonants. As in every language, it depends on who is speaking – and how. It’s not what you say, but how you say it.
There is a reason for German to have been the leading language in music for such a long time. From Johann Sebastian Bach to Johann Strauß, German has been – and still is - one of the most important languages on concert and opera stages all over the world. For those studying classical singing, German is unavoidable. But even pop music can be a reason for learning German. For me, music was the reason to learn French – it could well be the other way round. The German music scene has a lot of interesting artists and lyrics worth listening to on offer.
So what are good reasons for learning German? It’s probably best to as people who plucked up the courage to take German language classes. And you can find them almost everywhere in the world: in France, in Spain, in Russia, in Poland, in the Netherlands, in Denmark, in Chile, in Argentina, in Africa, in China and even in Baden-Württemberg.
 “Germany is a great country!” enthuses an older lady in Buenos Aires, “you have so much culture, so many interesting cities, such a varied landscape, such fast connections, the best infrastructure in the whole world”. “I guess you are talking about the autobahns?”, I asked her. She smiled and said: “No, actually I was thinking about the pharmacies. There is one every 50 yards – you don’t get this in any other country.” Yes, indeed, Germany is a great place to live.
For many young people from other parts of the world, Germany represents the gateway to a better future. The number of people who apply for a grant to get a place at a German university is on a steady rise. Be it business studies, engineering, medicine or the humanities – Germany is a popular place to study. For many others Germany is also a favourable place to work. Most builders and cleaners in Germany are from neighbouring countries or from countries neighbouring the neighbouring countries.
My cleaner is from Poland and she is busy learning German. She can already say in German “Hello” and “Goodbye” and “ Wash machine broken”. One day her German will be as flawless as her ironing skills. The whole wide world will be at her feet and she will leave me for a more inspiring job as the assistant to some talk show host or as an MP’s press officer. I will implore her to stay but she will, with a condescending look towards the ironing board, say: “You can damn well do that yourself!”  And I’ll be left in a crumpled heap – I already get goose bumps just thinking about it. German opens doors – be it in the German speaking countries or in countries where German companies are seated or anywhere where there are German tourists.
Asked about the reason for learning German, my French friend Suzanne told me: “Ze reason for learning German? Wiz all ze difficulte grammar and ze ‘ard pronunciation? I will tell you: My reason was tall and ‘ad blue eyes and ‘is name was Martin. ‘ee was 24 and we met at ze beach of Biarritz. ‘ow ‘ee could kiss! Ooh la la! Zere is no more beautiful reason for learning German in ze ‘ole world.”
And for those of you who are still not convinced, I’ve assembled ten more reasons:
TEN GOOD REASONS FOR LEARNING GERMAN
 (1) So you can understand Tokio Hotel’s lyrics and sing along to their songs with the correct pronunciation.

 (2) So you can write a love letter to Bill Kaulitz (the singer of Tokio Hotel). 

 (3) So you don’t have to rely on the subtitles on German programmes such as “Derrick”, “Ein Fall für zwei” or “Sturm der Liebe”.

 (4) So you can impress your friends with words such as "Fußballweltmeisterschaftsendrundenteilnehmer" or "Überschallgeschwindigkeitsflugzeug". 

 (5) So you can read Goethe in the original. And not just Goethe, but of course also all the other German classics, including Heinz Erhardt, Wilhelm Busch und Loriot.

 (6) So that as a Porsche driver you can not only show off to everybody, but also tell them that it’s not a “Porsh” or “Porshee” but a “Porsh-EH”.

(7) So that as a cleaner you are able to understand and heed the advice printed on German cleaning products, for example “Keep away from eyes!” or “ Do not inhale vapours!”

(8) So that at the Bambi award ceremony you can say in German: “I thank my parents! And everybody at Sony Music! And of course my fans! You are so wonderful! I love you all!”

(9) So that as a journalist at a press conference you can ask the German foreign minister questions in German.

(10) So you can get the role of the baddie in the next James Bond film.



